
 
 
 

GRAFTON TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, December 15, 2014 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Supervisor Kearns called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

2.  Roll Call 

Present:  Trustees Holtorf, Wagner, Ziller and Zirk; Supervisor Kearns; Road 
Commissioner Poznanski; Assessor Zielinski; Clerk Hurley.  Absent: None. 

 

3.  Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

4.   Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Trustee Zirk, second by Trustee Holtorf to approve the agenda as posted.  

Ayes:  Trustees Zirk, Holtorf, Wagner, Ziller, Supervisor Kearns 

Nays:  None.  Motion Carries. 

 

 5.   Regular Business 

A.  Approval of Minutes of November 17, 2014 Township Regular Meeting.    
Motion by Trustee Ziller, second by Trustee Wagner to approve the minutes of the 

November 17, 2014 meeting.  

Ayes:  Trustees Ziller, Wagner, Holtorf, Zirk, Supervisor Kearns 

Nays:  None.  Motion Carries. 
 

          B.  Audit and payment of unpaid bills/Warrant check detail for Town Fund.  (Exhibit I) 

Supervisor Kearns pointed out that budget line 1751 Assessor’s Office for Maintenance 

Service is at 122.6% YTD. He explained to Assessor Zielinski that the Township cannot 

exceed budget on any line item by more than 10% and offered to meet with him to help 

make adjustments since some things were added to that line item that should have 

gone on a different line.   
There was a lot of discussion about the number of MLS licenses and why the township 

is paying for MLS’s that are under the names of other businesses.  Assessor Zielinski 

explained that he feels two licenses are needed and that the MLS system doesn’t allow 

Townships access so therefore he has subscribed using the names of businesses that 

are allowed to have a subscription. The trustees agreed to table the discussion of MLS 
subscriptions in order to get more information.  More questions followed about why the 

subscriptions had already been paid for and the Township is now asked to reimburse 

Assessor Zielinskki and one of his staff.  Motion by Trustee Ziller, second by Trustee 

Holtorf to approve the payment of bills as provided on the Unpaid Bills/Warrant check 

detail with the exception of PO’s 20241 and 20242.  

Ayes:  Trustees Ziller, Holtorf, Wagner, Zirk, Supervisor Kearns 
Nays:  None.  Motion Carries. 

 

          C.  Review Road and Bridge Warrant check detail. (Exhibit II) 

Trustee Ziller asked Road Commissioner Poznanski to indicate in future expenditure 

reports how many tons of salt we are purchasing.  Road Commissioner Poznanski said 
that he would do so if possible. 

Motion by Trustee Ziller, second by Trustee Holtorf to approve the Road and Bridge 

Warrant check detail. 

Ayes:  Trustees Ziller, Holtorf, Wagner, Zirk; Supervisor Kearns 

Nays:  None.  Motion Carries. 

 
6.       Executive Session 

None needed  

 7.   Discussion and potential action of items as discussed during Executive Session 

 None. 

8.        Public Comment/Board Members Response to Public Comment 
         None.  (Exhibit III) 

9.    New Business 

A.  Discussion and potential action to purchase a waste oil heater 
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Road Commissioner Poznanski let the Trustees know that he is looking into the 

purchase of a waste-oil heater.  He said there is a lot of waste oil available nearby and 

that he could also draw from other places if needed.  Trustee Ziller expressed concern 
about the quality of the oil.  Road Commissioner Poznanski said he looked into it and 

will be careful to take needed measures.  Trustee Ziller said that he could help him get 

into a farm sale where they could be purchased for much less than elsewhere. 

     

           B.  2015-16 Budget discussion preliminary preview   

 The trustees discussed the levy and how it impacts the budget.  Supervisor Kearns said 
that he tried to check the levy amount the Township would get to inform the budget but 

that is not possible within the system.   

 Supervisor Kearns did a review of the 2014 budget and found that the Assessor’s office 
is AT his whole budget number after giving his employees $24,000 in bonuses.  

Assessor Zielinski explained that his staff worked a lot so he gave bonuses rather than 

comp time.  Supervisor Kearns said that the Trustees would talk about budget each 
month going forward.  Trustee Holtorf reminded Assessor Zielinski that the Township is 

still in debt and that if there was money left at the end of the year that it could go to 

pay the debt.  Trustee Ziller said that there is no money to be paying people bonuses. 

 

 10.     Old Business  
A.  Adoption of Township tax levy 

The trustees discussed the levy and determined they would levy 3%.  Motion by Holtorf, 

second by Wagner to approve the adoption of the Township Levy. 

Ayes:  Trustees Holtorf, Wagner, Ziller, Zirk; Supervisor Kearns 

Nays:  None.  Motion Carries. 

 
 B.  Adoption Road District tax levy 

 Road Commissioner Poznanski explained that if he doesn’t request the maximum levy 

as he can, he will not capture all growth and Motor Fuel Tax. He said that under 

recommendation from an attorney he will levy 4.99%.  Motion by Trustee Holtorf, 

second by Trustee Zirk to approve the adoption of the Road District levy.  
Ayes:  Trustees Holtorf, Zirk, Wagner, Ziller; Supervisor Kearns 

Nays:  None.  Motion Carries. 

 

11.     Committee and Officer Reports  

 Supervisor 

Supervisor Kearns said that the land contract the Trustees agreed to sign has come in 
with an $80,000 purchase price. 

The Township awaits a decision by the Village on McRide which is supposed to happen 

on December 16th.  He said that there is a “hold harmless” clause in the contract that 

was questioned by the Trustees.  He said it basically says that PACE is not responsible 

for our riders.  He said that he will ask TOIRMA about that. 
 Trustees 

 Audit Committee 

 Assessor 

Assessor Zielinski provided some statistics about the assessments and the low rate of 

requested appeals. (Exhibit IV) 

 Road District 
 Clerk 

 

12. Adjournment 

Motion by Trustee Holforf, second by Trustee Ziller to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 PM. 

Ayes:  Trustees Holtorf, Ziller, Wagner, Zirk; Supervisor Kearns 
Nays:  None.  Motion Carries. 

 

Submitted,  

Clerk Kathryn Hurley 


